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INDUSTRY INSTITUTE INTERACTION- 2026 (11l - 2026)
Conclave and Exhibition

“Smart Mining, Critical Minerals, and Green Energy: Need for Atmanirbhar Bharat”

Space on Wheels Exhibition
ISRO’s “Space on Wheels” Outreach Programme in Jharkhand:

Under the dynamic leadership of Vigyan Bharati Jharkhand Prant, the prestigious outreach
programme “Space on Wheels” by the Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) was
successfully organized across Jharkhand from 5-13 February 2026. The nine-day scientific
journey emerged as a landmark initiative aimed at promoting scientific temper among school
students and creating awareness about India’s remarkable achievements in space science and
technology. The programme reached more than 28,000 students across multiple centres,
making it one of the largest space science outreach movements in the state.

The journey commenced at IIT (ISM) Dhanbad, where the exhibition was inaugurated by
Prof. Sukumar Mishra. The event at IIT (ISM) formed a major highlight, especially during the
[11I-2026 Conclave, attracting approximately 13,000 students. The exhibition featured scaled
models and live demonstrations of India’s prominent launch vehicles and space missions,
including SLV-3, ASLV, PSLV, GSLV, NGLV, the Reusable Launch Vehicle Technology
Demonstrator (RLV-TD), Chandrayaan missions, Mangalyaan, the Gaganyaan Crew Escape
System, NavIC satellites, IRS remote sensing satellites, and the proposed Bharatiya Antariksh
Station. Students enthusiastically interacted with ISRO experts and gained firsthand exposure
to the applications of space technology in disaster management, agriculture, weather
forecasting, climate monitoring, telecommunications, and navigation.

After Dhanbad, the outreach expanded to Ranchi and other nodal centres under the
coordination of Vigyan Bharati Jharkhand Prant. The concluding programme was held at
Neerja Sahay DAV Public School in the presence of Prof. Sarang Madhekar, Vice-Chancellor
of Central University of Jharkhand. In Ranchi alone, more than 15,000 students participated
across various institutions, reflecting the widespread enthusiasm generated by the initiative.

At Bridgeford School, Ranchi, the exhibition witnessed tremendous participation, with over
3,000 students from Bridgeford School (Classes VII-XI), Bridgeford G.P. Jalan Memorial
School, Delhi Public School (DPS), ODM Sapphire Global School, Vivekanand School, and
Government High School (GUHS), Hatia attending the event. Students explored India’s space
journey through models of satellites and launch vehicles and observed demonstrations of the
Vikram Lander and Pragyan Rover. The interactive sessions with ISRO scientists ignited
curiosity and motivated students to aspire for careers in space research and advanced



technology. The successful organization at this centre was supported by dedicated coordination
and cooperation from the host institutions.

Similarly, the exhibition held on 9-10 February at Loreto Convent School, Doranda attracted
around 4,000 students. Students from Loreto Convent School, St. Xavier’s School (Doranda),
Bishop Westcott Girls’ School (Doranda), and Prabhat Tara School (Dhurwa) participated
actively. The event was especially impactful for students from rural and tribal backgrounds,
who had the rare opportunity to directly interact with space scientists and learn about India’s
missions such as Chandrayaan and Mangalyaan. The initiative strengthened scientific
awareness and inspired young minds to dream beyond conventional career paths.

Overall, the “Space on Wheels” outreach programme successfully engaged over 28,000
students—approximately 13,000 at IIT (ISM) Dhanbad and more than 15,000 across Ranchi
and surrounding centres. The initiative not only showcased India’s technological achievements
but also nurtured scientific curiosity, national pride, and aspiration among the youth of
Jharkhand. Through this impactful programme, Vigyan Bharati Jharkhand Prant reaffirmed its
commitment to promoting science-based nation-building and inspiring the next generation of
scientists, engineers, and innovators.
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ISRO’s ‘Space on Wheels’ Draws Huge
Student Interest at III 2026 in Dhanbad

Debasis Ghosh [l
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As the leading scientific organization behind the initiative, Vigyan Bharati (VIBHA) played
a pivotal role in conceptualizing and promoting the conclave as a national scientific movement
aligned with self-reliance. Through its network of scientists, academicians, and policymakers,
VIBHA ensured that the event transcended academic discourse and translated into actionable
national priorities. The organization emphasized indigenous knowledge systems, scientific
excellence, and youth engagement, reinforcing its commitment to nation-building through
science and technology.

Key Outcomes

The I1-2026 Conclave achieved several meaningful and far-reaching outcomes that will
contribute significantly to the advancement of India’s critical minerals and strategic resource
sectors. One of the most important achievements of the conclave was the strong reinforcement
of the idea that critical minerals are not merely economic commodities but strategic national
assets. Deliberations clearly highlighted the urgent need for coordinated national action
involving government bodies, research institutions, industry stakeholders, and policy planners
to ensure resource security, technological self-reliance, and sustainable utilization.

The conclave also played a vital role in strengthening industry—academia partnerships,
particularly through the dynamic innovation ecosystem fostered by IIT (ISM) Dhanbad. These
collaborations were emphasized as essential for accelerating research translation, developing
indigenous technologies, and promoting startup-led innovations in exploration, extraction,
processing, and recycling of critical minerals. By bringing policymakers, scientists,
entrepreneurs, and industry leaders onto a common platform, the event created new
opportunities for collaborative research projects, skill development initiatives, and technology
commercialization pathways.

A major outcome of the discussions was the clear focus on technology-driven exploration and
sustainable mining practices. Advanced geospatial technologies, automation, digital mining
solutions, and environmentally responsible extraction methods were highlighted as the way
forward. The sessions underscored the importance of balancing mineral development with
ecological conservation, community welfare, and regulatory compliance. The adoption of
circular economy principles, including recycling, resource efficiency, and value recovery from
mine waste, emerged as a key strategic direction for reducing dependency on imports and
enhancing long-term sustainability.

Most importantly, the conclave succeeded in engaging students, young researchers, and early-
career professionals, thereby nurturing future-ready human capital for the minerals and energy
sectors. Through interactive sessions, exhibitions, and direct interactions with experts,
participants gained valuable insights into emerging trends, research frontiers, and career
pathways. This youth engagement ensures that the momentum generated by the conclave will
continue through innovation, research excellence, and responsible leadership in the years
ahead.



Conclusion

The successful organization of the Industry—Institute Interaction (III-2026) Conclave along
with ISRO’s “Space on Wheels” outreach programme stands as a landmark milestone in
Jharkhand’s scientific and educational landscape. Under the visionary leadership of Vigyan
Bharati Jharkhand Prant, the initiative not only created a high-level national dialogue on
critical minerals, smart mining, and green energy transitions but also ensured that scientific
knowledge reached grassroots levels through direct student engagement.

The conclave provided a powerful platform where policymakers, scientists, industry leaders,
academicians, and young researchers collectively deliberated on India’s roadmap toward self-
reliance. The discussions reinforced the strategic importance of critical minerals as national
assets, the necessity of technology-driven smart mining practices, and the integration of
sustainability principles within mineral development. The sessions highlighted the importance
of indigenous processing, value addition, recycling, digital repositories, regulatory reforms,
financing mechanisms, and renewable energy integration to strengthen India’s long-term
resource security. By bridging industry, academia, and research institutions, the event laid a
strong foundation for coordinated action aligned with the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat.

Simultaneously, the “Space on Wheels” programme by the Indian Space Research
Organisation (ISRO) emerged as an extraordinary outreach movement, directly impacting
more than 28,000 students across Jharkhand. With approximately 13,000 students participating
at [IT (ISM) Dhanbad and over 15,000 students engaging at various Ranchi centres including
Loreto Convent School, Doranda and Bridgeford School, Ranchi, the programme successfully
brought India’s space achievements directly to young minds. The exhibition not only
showcased launch vehicles, satellites, and landmark missions such as Chandrayaan and
Mangalyaan but also demonstrated the real-life applications of space technology in agriculture,
disaster management, climate monitoring, navigation, and communication.

The overwhelming response from students reflected a growing scientific temperament and
curiosity among the youth. For many students, especially those from rural and tribal
backgrounds, the direct interaction with scientists and exposure to advanced technological
models was transformative. It instilled confidence, aspiration, and a broader vision for career
possibilities in science, engineering, and research.

In essence, the combined impact of 11I-2026 and the Space on Wheels outreach transcended
the boundaries of a conventional conference or exhibition. It evolved into a comprehensive
scientific movement—connecting policy with practice, research with industry, and innovation
with inspiration. The initiative strengthened collaborative networks, encouraged responsible
and sustainable development, and inspired thousands of young minds to contribute to the
nation’s scientific progress.

Through these efforts, Vigyan Bharati Jharkhand Prant reaffirmed its commitment to fostering
scientific awareness, national development, and self-reliance. The event will remain a
significant reference point in the state’s journey toward becoming a vibrant hub of scientific
innovation, technological advancement, and youth empowerment, contributing meaningfully



to India’s long-term vision of sustainable growth and global leadership in science and
technology.
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